Lenin on how Communists Should
Exercise the Full Revolutionary
Energy of the Workers

No one will be able to blame the representatives
of the proletariat if, having done everything in
their power, their efforts are defeated by the
resistance of the reaction, the treachery of the
bourgeoisie and the ignorance of the masses.
But everybody and the class-conscious
proletariat above all, will condemn Social-
Democracy [i.e. Communism] if it curtails the
revolutionary energy of the democratic

revolution and dampens revolutionary ardour
because it is afraid to win, because it is actuated
by the consideration: lest the bourgeoisie recoil.
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“No one will be able to blame the representatives of the proletariat if, having done
everything in their power, their efforts are defeated by the resistance of the
reaction, the treachery of the bourgeoisie and the ignorance of the masses. But
everybody and the class-conscious proletariat above all, will condemn
Social-Democracy [i.e. Communism] if it curtails the revolutionary energy of the
democratic revolution and dampens revolutionary ardour because it is afraid to win,
because it is actuated by the consideration: lest the bourgeoisie recoil.”

Vladimir Lenin, Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the Democratic Revolution
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