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The US is escalating the energy crisis in Cuba. Similar measures were used before
the strikes on Venezuela.

Details. On January 29, 2026, President Trump issued an executive order declaring a
“national emergency” with respect to Cuba and authorising tariffs on any country
that sells or provides oil to Cuba. The order invokes emergency economic powers to
address what the US government describes as “threats to the United States by the
Government of Cuba.”

» New tariffs authorised under presidential emergency powers target countries that
supply oil to Cuba, directly striking at the island’s energy imports. Fuel shortages are
already causing blackouts, affecting transport, tourism, electricity supply, and
access to basic services.

» Trump and other US officials have previously stated that Cuba is “ready to fall.”
He has also recently said that talks to reach an agreement and avoid a humanitarian
crisis are already taking place.

» The Cuban government has publicly denied engaging in any official negotiations,
admitting only to “communication,” and stated that it will resist US pressure. At the
same time, US naval forces previously deployed around Venezuela remain active in
the region, including north of Cuba.

Context. These developments take place in the context of the broader US campaign
of pressure against China and its allies.

» In Venezuela, US sanctions and military actions were intensified to push the
Maduro government into talks, despite public statements of resistance. After
negotiations failed, the US attacked, resulting in the capture of Maduro.

» In Iran, the US has paired talks with sanctions and a military build-up in the
Persian Gulf, including expanded naval deployments. President Trump publicly
warned that Iran would face “serious consequences” should it reject American
terms.

» In Cuba, capitalist elements have been strengthening for decades and will exert
growing pressure toward a negotiated “deal” similar to Venezuela, where the
interim leadership is openly aligning with the US interests.

» Cuba’s economy remains weak, poorly diversified, and dependent on larger
imperialist powers, limiting its ability to withstand sustained economic pressure. The
island produces only a small fraction of the oil it consumes and remains heavily
reliant on imports - historically from Venezuela - whose reduced shipments have
deepened the energy crisis.

Original article


https://us.politsturm.com/american-imperialism-intensifies-siege-against-cuba
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/insights/2026/2/us-declares-national-emergency-on-cuba-and-announces-tariff-framework-targeting-oil-suppliers
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/insights/publications/2026/02/new-executive-order-declares-national-emergency-and-authorizes-tariffs-on-goods-from-countries-supplying-oil-to-cuba
https://www.investing.com/news/commodities-news/trump-says-mexico-will-stop-sending-oil-to-energystarved-cuba-4480412
https://apnews.com/article/cuba-airplanes-fuel-shortages-us-blockade-oil-18d79e2f138520dcbf28c24c1599b1a5
https://anewz.tv/world/world-news/17965/cuba-faces-aviation-fuel-shortage-amid-us-sanctions/news
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2026/01/05/trump-cuba-colombia-venezuela-maduro/88028987007/
https://youtu.be/HaFZ7Z_v-L8?si=Mkqxc73S24Iugk5J
https://anewz.tv/world/world-news/17798/cuba-denies-formal-negotiations-with-us/news
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20260203-cuba-confirms-communications-with-us-but-says-no-negotiations-yet
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/01/07/navy-armada-venezuela-maduro/
https://us.politsturm.com/china-usa-will-there-be-war
https://us.politsturm.com/us-strikes-venezuela-position
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/a-timeline-of-u-s-military-escalation-against-venezuela-leading-to-maduros-capture
https://us.politsturm.com/trump-invades-venezuela-after-promising-peace
https://us.politsturm.com/us-meets-with-iran-amidst-tensions
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/02/sanctions-to-combat-illicit-traders-of-iranian-oil-and-the-shadow-fleet
https://us.politsturm.com/iran-gripped-by-economic-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/feb/06/us-iran-talks-oman-nuclear-programme
https://us.politsturm.com/private-sector-dominant-in-cuban-retail-market
https://us.politsturm.com/maduros-secret-concessions-to-us-imperialism
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/02/12/americas/venezuela-oil-wright-rodriguez-latam-intl
https://english.elpais.com/international/2026-02-11/the-blow-to-tourism-puts-cubas-economy-on-the-brink-of-collapse.html
https://us.politsturm.com/china-becomes-cubas-key-economic-partner
https://oncubanews.com/en/cuba/venezuela-today-scenarios-and-urgent-challenges-for-the-cuban-economy
https://us.politsturm.com/american-imperialism-intensifies-siege-against-cuba

